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THE GREAT GATSBY CHARACTER ANALYSIS
The Great Gatsby is a story about jay Gatsby, a self-made millionaire, and his effort to pursuit Daisy, a young and wealthy woman, as narrated by Nick Carraway. The story of the novel rotates around wealth, living the American dream, love, dissatisfaction, unfaithfulness, lies and deceit, education, and compassion and forgiveness. Moreover, it offers an understanding of power, greed, and betrayal after the first world war. The Great Gatsby is considered a great novel since it shows the materialistic world of Gatsby that is expounded on by social politics around Jay Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan. Therefore, this essay aims at analyzing the characters of the Great Gatsby which focuses on Jay Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan.
Jay Gatsby is the central character of the novel. He is a well-off and young man that lives in West Egg. He is widely known for throwing huge and wild parties, and despite the number of people that attend his lavish parties, no one knows where he comes from. He was born in on a farm in North Dakota, according to Nick, the narrator. He has dedicated himself to wealth achievement, therefore he was seen as a man with flaws since he made his wealth through criminal involvements, vulgar and dishonest since he only had an odd desire for power to make all his dreams into reality. This causes him to distribute alcohol illegally and stolen security. He meets Daisy in Louisville; he immediately falls in love with her and when he discovers that Daisy comes from a wealthy background, he lies to her to convince her that he was worthy to be with her. However, when Gatsby returns back from the battlefield, he discovers that Daisy married Tom, therefore, the lavish parties were only a means to an end to get Daisy back. The major role of Gatsby in the novel is to show the power of determination. That is, the narrator expresses his admiration for his quest to win back his love. Therefore, when he is introduced to the taste of power and wealth, he is convinced that being wealthy is the only way that Daisy would come back to him (Eble, 1974). 
Daisy Buchanan is Nick's cousin and the woman that Jay Gatsby loves. Before the war, she falls in love and promises to wait for Gatsby until he returns from the war but when she is approached by the wealthy Tom Buchanan, she breaks her promise to Jay and marries Tom who is constantly unfaithful. She becomes well-known and becomes sardonic, cynical, and acts superficially to hide the pain of her husband's infidelity. Nick describes her as a careless person that is easily pleased by money and materialistic luxury. She is also fickle, shallow, and easily bored. That is, she decides to choose Tom over Gatsby and allows Gatsby to take the entire blame for the death of Myrtle Wilson, her husband's mistress yet she was the one behind the will. Later, instead of attending Jay Gatsby's funeral, she moves away with Tom with no way of being found since they leave no forwarding address. The major role of Daisy Buchanan in the Great Gatsby to show the representation of unprincipled values within the society, represented by the East Egg set. That is, although she cared about Tom and sincerely loved Jay Gatsby, she is very indifferent to her infant daughter, showing an unethical reaction toward her family (Fitzgerald, 1991).
In conclusion, the Great Gatsby represents most of its ideas through Jay Gatsby, Daisy Buchanan, and the narrator. Nick shows the manipulativeness and cruelty of Daisy because she did care who she ruined as long as she got what she wanted. He also shows the greed for power of Gatsby because he engaged in illegal activities to ensure he had enough wealth to win back Daisy. Therefore, both of these characters play an important role in building the plot of the novel.    
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